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doi:10.1053/rmed.2003.1509During the last ten years I have served as editor in
chief for Respiratory Medicine. During this rather long
time the aimhas been to establish the journal as an asset
to the clinician and to the clinical research community.
The wide acceptance of the publications in Respiratory
Medicine can seen from the improving Impact Factor,
but to me of more importance, the very frequent refer-
ence to results frompapers published in Respiratorymed-
icine, in presentations at meetings and congresses. I am
always pleased when Respiratory Medicine is cited in arti-
cles, oral presentations and discussions. The use of data
for educational purposes and in clinical work and re-
search is of the greatest value and the highest achieve-
ment a publication can reach.
I havewanted to ¢nd a balance between the needs and
interests of the authors and the pressure to get a high
impact factor.We are aware of thehuge amountofwork,
energy; cost and expectation that authors have given an
original research work and put into preparation of the
manuscript. It is the editorial process that shall mend
thepossiblepitfalls andmistakes and in thatway improve
the value and quality of the manuscript. A good review
process is therefore of utmost importance. Respiratory
Medicine has been lucky to have relations to extremely
skilled expert reviewers willing to use their time and
knowledge to help improve the journal content and give
advice to authors.The editorial board and editorial advi-sors have given Respiratory Medicine an extraordinary
support and strength. I want to express my gratitude to
the co-editor-in-Chief James Fish, the associate editors,
advisors, andexpertreviewers for their invaluablework.
The editorial process has become more e⁄cient and
faster, and the time to publication in print considerably
reduced. In addition the immediatepublication of all arti-
cles on the internet has become a great advance.
Respiratory Medicine follows the intensions of ‘‘good
publication practise’’, and is member of the Committee
of Publication Ethics. The multitude of questions, suspi-
cions and accusations around publications, the editorial
process etc, can sometimes more resemble a drama or
a thriller rather than a clear objective report. It is impor-
tant to be aware of such scenarios and as professional as
possible handle the often complicated situation. It is
mandatory to live up to the highest ethical publication
standards.
I am con¢dent that Respiratory Medicine will improve
further under the new leadership of Leif Bjermer and
Stephen Rennard. It is a pleasure to hand over the care
of Respiratory Medicine to capable colleges and friends.
With a genuine interest in the expanding area of respira-
tory disorders.
I which thenewrespiratory team thebest of luckwith
the hard but rewarding work within the expanding ¢eld
of respiratorymedicine.
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